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SITE OF THE FORT PHIL KEARNY MASSACRE.

JULY 6, 1898.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. CUMMINGS, from the Committee on the Library, submitted the
following

REPORT.
[To accompany S. 3628.]

The Committee on the Library, to whom was referred Senate bill
3628, having had the same under consideration, beg leave to submit the
following report and recommend the passage of the bill:
The following letter from the Secretary of War is submitted:

MAY 28, 1897.

SIR: In returning herewith S. 849, Fifty-fifth Congress
' 

first session "Providing
for the marking and monumenting of the battlefield of Massacre Hill," which was
referred to this Department for information and remark, I have the honor to state
that it appears that the proposition embodied in this bill is that a monument be
erected on the most sightly portion of the scene of the Fort Phil Kearny massacre,
and that the title to at least one acre of the field, embracing the site of the monu-
ment, be forever vested in the United States.
There is no information in the possession of the Department showing whether the

land in question is now a part of the public domain or private property.
The remains of all officers and soldiers who were killed in this place in 1866, and

who were buried near Fort Phil Kearny, were removed in 1889 to the national ceme-
tery on the Custer battlefield, where a handsome monument has been erected, each
grave suitably marked, and a superintendent is resident thereat, who prevents spolia-
tion and cares for the cemetery.
Should a monument be erected at the site of the Phil Kearny massacre, unless a

watchman is kept there to prevent, the structure will probably meet the same fate
as befell the first monument erected on the spot where Custer's command was
destroyed, i. e., it will be chipped to pieces and carried away as souvenirs by the
curious and lawless sight-seers and relic hunters.
If the Government erects a monument that can be destroyed by these people, it

should be cared for by the United States. This will involve the provision of a resi-
dence and services of the keeper, the same as has just been found necessary for the
monument erected at the birthplace of Washington.
The proposed bill carries no appropriation of funds, and it is not understood that

there is any existing appropriation available for this purpose.
The erection of a monument of rough masonry—something in the nature of a cairn —

and a cast-iron tablet narrating the tragic occurrence would cost only a few hun-
dred dollars and would serve the purpose better than an expensive structure, for
then there would be no temptation for the relic hunters to deface it.
An appropriation of $500 would be ample for this purpose, and an area of one-fourth

of an acre would be quite sufficient for a site.
An amendment of this bill, in accordance with the draft herewith inclosed, is

respectfully suggested.
Very respectfully, R. A. ALGER,

Secretary of War.
Hon. Jos. R. HAWLEY,

Chairman Committee on Military Affairs, United States Senate.



2 SHIP CANAL AT SABINE PASS, TEXAS.

gress, contemplated and provided for a report from the Chief of Engi-
neers as to all information and copies of such reports as he might have
relative to any enterprise or construction, in the way of a ship canal or
otherwise, known to him to be in process of completion in or about the
harbor of Sabine Pass, and not relating to any single one of the enter-
prises now in process of completion in that vicinity.
That this is the proper construction to be placed upon the resolution

is emphasized by the fact that upon the hearing held before the Commit-
tee on Rivers and Harbors on the 10th day of May, 1898, the day pre-
vious to the report upon the same by the committee to the House,
the committee had before it two House resolutions—the one in ques-
tion 195, and the other a House resolution introduced on the same day
by 111r. Slayden, 196—both calling upon the Secretary of War for infor-
mation with regard to matters in Sabine Pass.
The resolution 196, introduced by Mr. Slayden

' 
was confined to the

work of constructing a ship canal from Port Arthur to Sabine Pass
alone, while the other resolution, 195, introduced by Mr. Hay, was
general in its character.
Upon the hearing, it was urged by ourselves, as representing the Port

Arthur Channel and Dock Company, that resolution 196 was improper,
as, by its language, while calling upon the Secretary of War for infor-
mation with regard to his official actions, it was in the nature of a criti-
cism and an aspersion upon his official acts, and it was not dignified
nor was it necessary for Congress to take such action, and that if any
inquiry of the Secretary of War were to be made concerning the improve-
ments at the mouth of Sabine Pass, or gbny works calculated to injure
them, such resolution should be general in its character so as to embrace
all works contemplated or in process of completion, whether by the
Port Arthur Channel and Dock Company, and relating to its canal, or
to the improvements contemplated and in process of completion by the
Townsite Company of Sabine Pass.
Inasmuch as all of the improvements of the latter company are in

the immediate vicinity of the jetties and the work done by the Govern-
ment upon the harbor of Sabine Pass, and are not as remote as and
are of a much more dangerous character than those of the Port Arthur
Channel and Dock Company, we respectfully urge that your answer to
the said resolution 195 should embrace the entire scope of the inquiry,
and that it be not confined to the works and improvements of the Port
Arthur Channel and Dock Company.
The Congressional Record, on page 5425, shows the passing of the said

resolution by the House, and on page 5685 it shows the passage of the
same by the Senate. The records of the House Committee on Rivers
and Harbors will show that the committee refused to consider the
objectionable resolution 196 and it was tabled, and that the committee
reported House resolution 195, thus emphasizing the fact that the
inquiry was intended to be broad enough to cover all improvements in
and about that harbor.
We attach hereto a copy of each of the resolutions referred to, and

ask you to read them.
Very truly, yours,

DUDLEY & MICHENER.

The Honorable the SECRETARY OF WAR.
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Pools of blood On the road and sloping sides of the narrow divide showed where
Indians bled fatally; but their bodies were carried off. I counted sixty-five such
pools in the space of an acre, and three within 10 feet of Lieutenant Grummond's
body. Eleven American horses and nine Indian ponies were on the road, or near the
line of bodies; others, crippled, were in the valleys.
At the northwest or farther point, between two rocks, and apparently where the

command first fell back from the valley, realizing their danger, I found citizens James
S. Wheatley and Isaac Fisher, of Blue Springs, Nebr., who, with Henry rifles, felt
invincible, but fell, one having one hundred and five arrows in his naked body. The
widow and family of Wheatley are here. The cartridge shells about him told how
well they fought.
Before closing this report I wish to say that every man—officer, soldier, or citizen—

who fell received burial, with such record as to identify each.
Fetterman, Brown, and Gramm ond lie in one grave. The remainder also share one

tomb, buried, as they fought, together, but the cases in which they were laid are duly
placed and numbered.
I ask the general commanding to give my report, in the absence of the division com-

mander, an access to the eye and ear of the General in Chief. The department com-
mander must have more troops, and I declare this my judgment solemnly and for the
general public good, without one spark of personal ambition other than that to do
my duty daily as it comes; and whether I seem to speak too plainly or not, even
with the purpose to declare the whole truth, and with proper respect to my superior
officers, who are entitled to the facts, as to scenes reniote from their own immediate
notice, I was asked to "send all the bad news." I do it so far as I can.
1 give some of the facts as to my men, whose bodies I found just at dark, resolved

to bring all in, viz:

MUTILATIONS.

Eyes torn out and laid on the rocks.
Noses cut off.
Ears cut off.
Chins hewn off.
Teeth chopped out.
Joints of fingers cut off.
Brains taken out and placed on rocks, with members of the body.
Entrails taken out and exposed.
Hands cut off.
Feet cut off.
Arms taken out from socket.
Private parts severed and indecently placed on the person.
Eyes, ears, mouth, and arms penetrated with spearheads, sticks, and arrows.
Ribs slashed to separation with knives.
Skulls severed in every form from chin to crown.
Muscles of calves, thighs, stomach, breast, back, arms, and cheek taken out.
Punctures upon every sensitive part of the body, even to the soles of the feet and

palms of the hand.
All this does not approximate the whole truth. Every medical officer was faith-

fully aided by a large force of men, and all were not buried until Wednesday after
the fight.
The great, real fact is that these Indians take alive when possible and slowly tor-

ture. It is the opinion of Dr. S. M. Horton, post surgeon, that not more than six
were killed by balls. Of course the whole arrows, hundreds of which were removed
from the naked bodies, were all used after the removal of the clothing.
I have said enough. It is a hard but absolute duty. In the establishment of this

post I designed to put it where it fell heaviest upon the Indians, and therefore the
better for the emigrants. My duty will be done when I leave, as ordered, to my
new regimental headquarters, Fort Conger. I submit herewith list of casualties,
marked A.
I shall also, as soon as practicable, make full report for the year 1866 of operations

in the establishment of this new line.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY B. CARRINGTON,
Colonel Eighteenth United States Infantry, Commanding Post.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE,

Omaha, Nebr.
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[Transcript from post return of Fort Philip Kearny, Dakota, for the month of December, 1866.]

Names of officers and enlisted men killed in action with Indians December 21, 1866.

OFFICERS.

Name. Rank. Command.

William J. Fetterman 

Frederick H. Brown 

George W. Grummond

Captain and brevet lieutenant-
colonel.

Captain 

Second lieutenant 

Company A, second battalion, Eight.
eent h Infantry.

Company E, first battalion, Eighteenth
Infantry.

Company C, second battalion, Eight-
eenth infantry.

ENLISTED MEN.

Name, etc.
I

Company. I Battalion.
I

Regiment.

Augustus Lang, first sergeant A Second.... Eighteenth Infantry.
Hugh Murphy, sergeant A Second.... Do.
Robert Lennon, corporal A Second.... Do.
William Dute, corporal  A . Second.... Do.
Frederick Ackerman, private A Second.... Do.
William Betzler, private A Second.... Do.
Patrick Shannon, private A Second.... Do.
Charles M. Taylor, private  A Second.... Do.
Joseph D. Thomas, private A Second.... Do.
Daniel Thorrey, private A Second.... Do.
Michael Harten, private A Second.... Do.
Thomas Burk, private  A Second.... Do.
Rem:y Buchanan, private A Second.... Do.
Maximilian Dihring, private A Second.. - . Do.
George E. R. Goodall, private A Second.... Do.
Martin Kelley, private A. Second.... Do.
John Thompson, private  A I second. ... Do.
Albert H. Walters, private  A Second. - .. Do.
John M. Weaver, private A Second.... Do.
John Woodruff, private A Second.... Do.
Francis S. Gordon, private A Second.... Do.
Francis Raymond, sergeant C Second.... Do.
Patrick Rooney, sergeant C Second.... Do.
Gustave A. Bauer, corporal c Second.... Do.
Patrick Gallagher, corporal C Second.... Do.
Michael O'Garra, private  C  Second.... Do.
Facol Rosen burg, private C Second.... Do.
Frank P. Sullivan, private C Second.... Do.
Patrick Smith, private c Second.... Do.
Henry E. Aarons, private C Second.... Do.
William Morgan, sergeant E Second.... Do.
John Quinn corporal  E Second.... Do.
Timothy Cullinane, private E Second.... Do.
John Maher, private E Second.... Do.
George W. Burrell, private E Second.... Do.
George W. Waterbury, private E Second.... Do.
Alexander Smith, first sergeant H Second.... Do.
Ephraim C. Bissell, sergeant H Second.... Do.
George Philips, corporal H Second.... Do.
Michael Sharkey, corporal H Second.... Do.
Frank Karston, corporal II  Second.... Do.
George Davis, private li Second.... Do.
Perry F. Dolan, Rrivate H Second.... Do.
Asa H. Giffin, private II Second.... Do.
Herrman Keil, private H Second.... Do.
James Kean, private H Second... Do.
Michael Kinney, private LI Second.... Do.
Delos Reed, private  ii. Second.... Do.
Thomas M. Madden, unassigned recruit Second.... Do.
James Baker, sergeant  C Second.... United States Cavalry.
James Kelley, corporal c Second.... Do.
Thomas Horrigan, corporal c Second. - - . Do.
Adolph Metzger, bugler c Second.... Do.
John McCarty, artificer  - C ' Second.... Do.
Thomas Amberson, private c Second.... Do.
Thomas Broglin, private c Second.... Do.
William L. Bugbee, private c Second.... Do.
William L. Cornoy.-, private C Second.... Do.
Charles Cuddy, private c Second.... Do.
Patrick Clancy:, private C Second.... Do.
Narvv S. Demina. private C Second.... Do.
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Names of officers and enlisted men killed in action with Indians, etc.—Continued.

ENLISTED MEN—Continued.

Name, etc. Company. Battalion. Regiment.

U. B. Doran, private C Second.... United States Cavalry.

Robert Daniel, private C Second.... Do.
Nathaniel Foreman, private C Second.... Do.
Andrew M. Fitzgerald, private C Second.... Do.
Daniel Green, private C Second.... Do.
Charles Gurnford, private C Second.... Do.
John Gitter, private C Second.... Do.
Ferdinand Houser, private C Second.... Do.

Frank Jones, private C Second.... Do.
James P. McGuire, private C Second.... Do.

John McKolley, private C Second.... Do.

Franklin Payne, private C Second._ .. Do.

James Ryan, private C Second.... Do.

George W. Nugens, private C Second.... Do.

Oliver Williams, private C Second.... Do.

Official.
J. C. KELTON,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, February 19, 1887.

H. Rep. 1648-2
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